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NEWS | Mack Park Service
see PAGE 2 see PAGE 4
Over 50 people- students and community 
members- came together to work on service 
projects in Mack Park in Smithfield.
USU engineering students created the 
Tandemonium, a bicycle that gives disabled 
people the experience of cycling.
SPORTS  | Checking in
The Aggies are on a three game losing streak to 
start 2016. So what’s the problem?
see PAGE 6
In early December, it was announced that 
Blue Square Apartments would be purchased 
by Utah State University. The luxurious 
off-campus housing complex, located across 
the street from the football stadium, was 
officially acquired by the university during 
the winter break for more than $20 million.
Current Blue Square residents will see 
their current contracts honored until the end 
of the academic year, and they will face 
“very little change” to their experience, 
according to an email sent to residents 
informing them of the ownership transition. 
The only change residents have been 
informed of so far is that they will be unable 
to pay their rent for January online.
After this school year, however, operations 
and policies at Blue Square will be different. 
Steve Jenson, executive director of housing 
and residence life at USU, commented on 
what students considering living at Blue 
Square can expect in the future.
Since Blue Square is now owned by the 
university, it is now considered “on-campus” 
housing, and future residents will be 
required to abide by USU housing policies. 
“When students sign the Housing and 
Residence Life contract, they agree to abide by 
rules in conformance with the Student Code of 
Conduct,” Jenson said. Particularly notable is 
Section V-3 of the code, which prohibits 
“Possessing, consuming, selling, distributing, 
manufacturing, and/or storing any alcoholic 
beverage on campus.”
Residents can expect some financial changes 
as well. Though prices for the housing units 
are unlikely to change, the security deposit 
will be reduced from $500 to $200. In 
addition, rent will be payable online through 
Banner, and financial aid and some scholar-
ships can be applied directly to rent alongside 
tuition and fees.
“Additional parking will be added in the 
future so residents will not need to cross the 
road from the parking lot across the street,” 
Jenson added. Some current Blue Square 
residents opted for a less-expensive parking 
pass that allows them to park at the football 
stadium instead of at the complex. “We will 
also be reviewing the current Aggie Shuttle 
stop to determine if changes are needed,” 
Jenson said.
In addition to maintaining all of the services 
that add to Blue Square’s appeal such as the 
trash valet and hot tub, others are likely to 
follow. Cable TV and internet speed upgrades 
are being considered, and safety and security 
options will be added. 
The housing director repeatedly emphasized 
that the “focus will continue to be on support-
ing student success and creating an outstand-
ing experience.” On the addition of resident 
assistants— one of the key, distinguishing 
features of on-campus living — Jenson said 
that “We are still in the process of determining 
future staffing.” Regardless, regular town hall 
meetings will be held with residents.
No meal plan will be required for residents 
at Blue Square. Dave Cowley, USU vice 
president for business and finance, told The 
Herald Journal that the restaurants at Blue 
Square will stay open. This includes The Bull’s 
Head, which owns one of Logan’s 30 liquor 
licenses and sells alcohol. Mario Villapudua, 
the owner of The Bull’s Head, told ABC 4 
News that USU has promised to honor his 
5-year contract, but that officials with the 
university wouldn’t comment on what will 
happen afterwards. 
Students who had previously signed a 
contract with Blue Square for the summer of 
2016 or the 2016-2017 academic year must 
sign a new contract through the university if 
they intend to live there, though they are not 
bound by their previous agreement. 
Blue Square is well-known among students 
for its lavish suites, services and amenities. It’s 
also well-known as a regular place for parties 
put on by both residents and management. “I 
don’t think there has been one weekend since 
I’ve lived here,” says Hannah Brian, a fresh-
man who lives in the complex, “that there 
hasn’t been at least one party going on.”
According to Captain Tyson Budge of the 
Logan City Police Department, police officers 
were called to Blue Square 57 times in 2015, a 
number disproportionately higher than 
neighboring complexes. However, with just six 
arrests for underage drinking, he “wouldn't 
say it was any worse than other places.”
Budge did note that there appeared to be 
“bigger parties with more participants,” a 
theme commonly understood in the student 
community. “The parties… they seem pretty 
crazy,” Brian added. 
— braydensobrien@gmail.com
By Brayden O’Brien
STAFF WRITER
BLUERBlue Square housing gets after purchase by USU
REMEMBERING JOSHUA DIAMOND:
friend, example, Aggie family member
Joshua Diamond was leaving home for 
work when he died in a car accident on Dec. 
30 in Sardine Canyon. A 23-year-old senior 
at Utah State University, Diamond had the 
appearance of an average college student 
— but only the appearance.
"At first glance, he just looks like a normal 
college kid," said Sierra Woolston, a close 
friend of Diamond's, "but if you pay atten-
tion I promise you would have noticed him 
doing kind things for people."
Diamond didn't stand out from the crowd, 
Woolston said, but he preferred it that way. 
His first thought was for other people and 
making them feel included.
"The coolest thing about Josh is that he 
didn’t care about attention or awards," said 
Michael Scott Peters, a long-time friend and 
neighbor to Diamond. "Some people are all 
into the publicity or the fame, but Josh is 
very genuine."
In 2010, Diamond came to Utah State for 
the engineering program, but he stayed for 
the social life and the outdoors. Early on, he 
changed his major to Management Informa-
tion Systems, and he was expected to 
graduate in Dec. 2016.
"His favorite thing was how interactive the 
campus was, and he loved getting involved 
with stuff and the social aspect," Woolston 
said. "He just liked being involved with his 
friends — it could be in his element or out of 
his comfort zone."
Diamond loved attending school sporting 
events — particularly football and rugby — 
where he supported his friend, Scott Worsham. 
He was also an athlete himself. Peters compet-
ed in track with Diamond in high school.
"He wasn’t a quitter. He was doing hurdles, 
and he was coming into first place. Then he 
fell and got all scraped up," Peters said. "He 
got up and ended up finishing, then he went 
to the team and apologized. He was always 
thinking of other people."
When it came to academics, Worsham said 
Diamond didn't love school, but he worked 
hard and cared about his studies. He was also 
handy, and he would ride his handmade 
longboard to class.
"He comes off as kind of shy," Woolston said. 
"He kind of seems like a reserved person, but 
the second you go up and talk to him, he'd 
talk your ear off for an hour."
When he wasn't in school, Diamond was 
mountain biking, skiing, rock-climbing, 
organizing movie marathons, having fires in 
the canyon — anything with friends.
"He loved Taylor Swift, of course. He has 
posters, and he’s confident in his love for 
Taylor Swift," Woolston said. "He’s really funny 
— a playful, goofy guy."
One of the last activities Diamond did in 
Logan was sled Old Main Hill with Woolston, 
her sister and a couple other friends.
Diamond could carry a conversation with 
anyone about anything, Woolston said, and he 
knew random facts about everything — that 
was, in part, helped him relate to so many 
people.
Peters said Diamond's funeral was well-at-
tended — many of his school teachers, former 
track teammates and fellow USU students 
came to express their condolences.
"He had a very wide influence," Peters said.
By Brenna Kelly
SENIOR WRITER
see “Joshua Diamond” PAGE 8
STUDENT LIFE | Building Bikes
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Over 50 people participated in a Utah 
State University student community service 
project. From painting pavilions to cleaning 
up the sandpit, Mack Park in Smithfield re-
ceived some much-needed sprucing up on 
the weekends during September through 
November of 2015. 
Seven USU students came together to 
complete a service project for their Manag-
ing Organizations and People class: group 
leader Charity Wayman along with Keri Bre-
unson, Michael Peters, Austin Watts, Bailey 
Purser, Paige Kirschbaum and Adel Alharbi. 
“For our service project we definitely 
wanted something that would last, we 
didn’t want to just rake some leaves,” Peters 
said. “We wanted something where we 
could go back and still see the fruits of our 
service years later.” 
Over 100 hours of community service was 
completed among the seven members, and 
an additional 30 hours were completed by 
people in the community. 
“We wanted this project to be an ongoing 
commitment, and we felt if we got the com-
munity involved it would be sustainable. 
Hopefully people will want to continue to 
keep Mack Park clean and in good shape,” 
Peters said. “People that live in neighborhoods 
surrounding the park showed up, as well as 
members from a real estate company.” 
The hours of service went to painting two pa-
vilions, covering up graffiti, painting parts of 
the horseshoe pits and cleaning them up, pick-
ing up garbage, cleaning the sandpit area and 
painting the benches throughout the park. 
The project took a total of four Saturdays to 
complete, and everyone involved had to impro-
vise with the limited provisions. 
“This project took a lot longer than we origi-
nally anticipated,” Wayman said. “We really 
wanted to get our hands dirty and make a dif-
ference in our community, and we really feel 
like we achieved that.”
Mack Park is one of Smithfield’s older parks, 
second oldest after Central Park. There are 
three people that make up the Smithfield parks’ 
staff and with a new park — Sunset Park — put 
in this year, Mack Park needed some work, ac-
cording to Smithfield park director Jess Daines.
“In the 10 years that I have been working for 
Smithfield, the pavilions and benches have nev-
er been painted; it is also the first time in a long 
time that USU has gotten involved doing ser-
vice for our parks,” Daines said. “These stu-
dents were reliable and did an awesome job; 
everyone was really pleased.”
Mack Park is used for a variety of events such 
as weddings, receptions, birthdays, family par-
ties, pictures, Friday movie nights in the sum-
mer and many other events. Pavilions are rent-
ed out seven days a week, April through 
October. 
For the students involved, the Mack Park ser-
vice project was a lot more than just an assign-
ment for a class. 
“I definitely learned how to have new leader-
ship abilities and this will be a great opportuni-
USU students 
give to 
community 
through 
Mack Park 
service
project
By Jillian McCarthy
STAFF WRITER
ty to talk about how I worked well with a 
group of people to a future employer,” Peters 
said. “Being able to see the finished project 
and know that we left a lasting improvement 
in the community sure was worth the early 
mornings and hard work.”
Wayman said the management class is only 
one of the classes she needs to take for her 
service learning scholar program. 
“This class was very impactful and it be-
came my favorite due to the service project; 
it definitely helped ease me into service proj-
ects since I will have to do plenty more with 
my major,” Wayman said. “From this project, 
I learned how to work with a team to accom-
plish a goal.”
— jillian.mccarthy@aggiemail.usu.edu
PHOTO BY Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS
President Barack Obama cries during a press conference to announce executive actions intended to expand background checks for some 
firearm purchases and step up federal enforcement of the nation’s gun laws in the East Room of the White House in Washington, D.C., on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016.
PHOTO COURTESY OF Michael Scott Peters
USU students pose after service at Mack Park in Smithfield.
LOGAN POLICE BLOTTER Contact Logan Police at (435) 716-9300for non-emergencies.
EMERGENCY NUMBER: 911
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Officers responded to the area of 
300 E Center on a report of a vehicle 
that had been idling for an extended 
amount of time. Officers arrived and 
found the vehicle was no longer on 
scene.
• Officers responded to an original 
report of a welfare check in the area 
of 1000 S 1000 W. The individual was 
found to be under the influence of 
illegal narcotics. The individual was 
booked into the County Jail.
• Officers responded to the area of 
1300 N 200 W on an anonymous noise
complainant. Individual reported 
hearing loud music coming from a 
residence in the area. Officers arrived 
and could not hear any loud music in 
the area.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
• Police responded to a report of a 
traffic hazard in the area of 750 E 1400 
N. It was reported a deer was stuck by 
a vehicle and stuck in the road. Police 
located the deer and had to put it 
down. Division of Wildlife Recourses 
were contacted about the deer.
• Officer responded to the area of 200 
W 1400 N after an individual located a
strange baggie containing an unknown 
substance. Officer took possession of 
the baggie and the substance.
• Property damage done to a vehicle 
while inside a car wash in the area of 
900 N Main.
• While patrolling in the area of 400 S 
and 300 W officer stopped a vehicle 
for failure to turn on headlights. The 
vehicle was subsequently found to 
be stolen. The driver was taken to 
detention.
• Officers responded to the area 
of 1000 N 200 W on a report of a 
possible drug offense. Officers were 
able to locate an individual using 
marijuana. The individual was cited 
for possession of marijuana and 
paraphernalia.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
• Officers responded to Logan 
Regional Hospital on a report of a 
suspicious incident. Hospital staff 
wanted report of a suspicious bag that 
was left in the waiting area. Officers 
took the suspicious bag and filed a 
report of the incident.
• Police responded on a report of a 
residential burglary. The complainant 
stated several items had been taken 
from their home along with access 
to a debit card through a cell phone 
that was taken. The incident is under 
investigation.
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In Congress, expect renewed battles on refugees, guns and health care
By William Douglas
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU
WASHINGTON _ Congress returned Tuesday 
to deal with some unfinished business from 
2015 and to forge a legislative agenda that 
could shape the 2016 presidential and congres-
sional elections.
Here’s a look ahead.
HEALTH CARE
The House of Representatives will vote on a 
measure this week to repeal the Affordable 
Care Act, President Barack Obama’s legacy ac-
complishment.
The bill would strip key elements from the 
ACA, including the individual mandate to have 
insurance or pay a fine and the employer man-
date to offer insurance. The measure also con-
tains a provision to eliminate federal funding 
for Planned Parenthood, a goal of conservative 
Republicans after secretly recorded videos sur-
faced last year that reportedly showed an em-
ployee of the organization discussing the sale 
of fetal tissue.
This is the health care repeal bill that the 
Senate passed before adjourning for the holi-
days. If the bill clears the Republican-controlled 
House, it would be the first ACA repeal mea-
sure to reach Obama’s desk.
Obama would certainly veto it. Still, Republi-
cans view getting it through both chambers of 
Congress as a symbolic victory they can take on 
the 2016 campaign trail.
SYRIAN REFUGEES
Republicans intend to battle Obama’s plan to 
bring 10,000 Syrian refugees to the United 
States, fearing that the Islamic State and other 
terrorists could enter the country through the 
resettlement program.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., placed a House-passed bill on the Senate 
calendar that would restrict the flow of Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees. It was written by Rep. Rich-
ard Hudson, R-N.C., and House Homeland Se-
curity Committee Chairman Michael McCaul, 
R-Texas.
Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., 
has signaled that the Hudson-McCaul bill isn’t 
going anywhere in the Senate.
This could present problems for House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Several conservative 
Republicans expressed displeasure that the om-
nibus spending bill didn’t include measures to 
stall or prevent Obama’s resettlement plan.
Last month, 95 of 246 House Republicans 
voted against an omnibus government spend-
ing bill Congress passed, in part because it 
didn’t address the Syrian refugee issue.
THE ISLAMIC STATE
While the debate over Syrian and Iraqi refu-
gees rages, Ryan said he’d like Congress to pass 
a war powers resolution against the Islamic 
State, commonly known as ISIS.
“It would be a good symbol of American re-
solve to ... go after ISIS, to thoroughly defeat 
and destroy ISIS,” he said last month.
Depending on how such a resolution is craft-
ed, lawmakers could find a receptive White 
House. Obama said in a televised speech last 
month, “If Congress believes, as I do, that we 
are at war with ISIL (another abbreviation for 
the Islamic State), it should go ahead and vote 
to authorize the continued use of military force 
against these terrorists.”
GUN CONTROL
The debate over guns is one of the most con-
tentious issues on Capitol Hill and the cam-
paign trail. Obama and congressional Demo-
crats are arguing for stricter gun control 
measures in the aftermath of the terrorist 
shootings in San Bernardino, Calif., that killed 
14 people.
Obama intends to use executive action to 
place new curbs on guns, reportedly including 
requiring more gun sellers to conduct back-
ground checks on purchasers.
Lawmakers and Republican presidential can-
didates are already accusing Obama of execu-
tive overreach. “Such an expansion of govern-
mental power would represent an abuse of one 
of the core individual rights protected by our 
Bill of Rights,” Rep. Mark Sanford, R-S.C., said 
Monday.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE OVERHAUL
Obama wants it, the conservative Koch broth-
ers want it, most of the 2016 presidential con-
tenders want it, and the House and Senate have 
proposals to do it.
Revamping the nation’s criminal justice sys-
tem may be one of the few areas where the po-
litical parties and differing ideologies find com-
mon ground. And it will be difficult.
Senate Democrats have concerns about a 
House overhaul bill that they contend would 
make it more difficult to sue corporations. The 
Senate criminal justice bill made it through the 
Judiciary Committee in October with provi-
sions that limit mandatory minimum sentences 
for nonviolent offenders and give judges more 
leeway in some sentences. Four Republicans on 
the committee Sens. Ted Cruz of Texas, Orrin 
Hatch of Utah, David Vitter of Louisiana and 
David Perdue of Georgia voted against it.
PHOTO BY Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/TNS
President Barack Obama cries during a press conference to announce executive actions intended to expand background checks for some 
firearm purchases and step up federal enforcement of the nation’s gun laws in the East Room of the White House in Washington, D.C., on 
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016.
Germans 
questioning 
migrant 
welcome in 
wake of 
New
Year’s
Eve
Chaos
By Matthew Schofield
MCCLATCHY FOREIGN STAFF
PHOTO BY Claudi Himmelrich/McClatchy/TNS
Hundreds of refugees wait in the courtyard of the Berlin Office for Health and Social Affairs on Sept. 3, 2015 in Germany. They are waiting 
on appointments that will lead to assignments to their new, temporary homes, in Germany. In all, Germany is expecting 800,000 to a 
million refugees this year, and thus far has accepted about half the asylum requests it has received.
BERLIN _ The tales coming out of German 
cities about what happened New Year’s Eve 
keep getting worse.
First there was Cologne, where as many as 
1,000 men thought to be between 18 and 35 
years old descended on a central square, 
breaking into packs of 30 or more that report-
edly surrounded, molested and robbed hun-
dreds of women. Two rapes were reported.
Now, similar smaller-scale attacks are be-
ing reported in Hamburg, Frankfurt, Stutt-
gart and Dusseldorf.
The reports get at a number of political is-
sues raging in Germany, with the most worry-
ing question being whether the attackers 
were bands of recently arrived refugees.
Already, critics of Germany’s open-door ref-
ugee policy are using the events as evidence 
that what’s known here as the “welcoming 
culture” has failed. The criticism has focused 
on the notion that many of the 1.1 million 
refugees Germany has taken in _ overwhelm-
ingly young and male _ come from cultures 
that lack respect for women.
Witnesses described the culprits as looking 
to be northern African or Arab, but officials 
have been careful not to brand the culprits by 
national origin or to say they were recent ar-
rivals. Experts noted that the attackers’ tac-
tics have been used for years by groups of 
organized pickpockets.
But on Thursday, police in Cologne, whose 
initial reports of New Year’s Eve indicated 
nothing out of the ordinary, acknowledged 
they had identified “16 young men who might 
be responsible for crimes in and around Co-
logne central train station on New Year’s Eve.” 
The report noted that most of the men were 
North African but that investigators have yet to 
“prove with concrete evidence” that the sus-
pects were involved.
That finding and the apparently widespread 
nature of the attacks threw a wrench into what 
had been German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
push for her country and the rest of Europe to 
welcome the hundreds of thousands of mi-
grants from Syria and elsewhere that have 
flooded the continent during the past months’ 
refugee crisis.
Just before she met with the prime minister 
of Romania on Thursday, Merkel said she did 
not think the New Year’s Eve events were isolat-
ed cases and that they must be dealt with swift-
ly and firmly, including deporting the perpetra-
tors. She said she feared that the incidents 
showed contempt for women.
“We have to send out clear signals to those 
who are not willing to observe our laws,” she 
said. She added that would include “checking 
whether everything that must be done has been 
done regarding the possibility of deportation 
from Germany.”
Under German law, any resident without a 
German passport can be deported for cause.
Earlier Merkel had issued a statement con-
demning the “disgusting assaults and sexual 
attacks.”
The minister of justice, Heiko Maas, said the 
attacks revealed “a completely new dimension 
of organized crime” in Germany.
The events also raised questions about Ger-
many’s underfunded and often ineffectual po-
lice force, which appears to have turned its 
back as the chaos began and is accused of then 
trying to cover up the attacks.
The chaos also raised concerns about what 
will happen next. New Year’s Eve is a cherished 
and fairly wild affair in Germany. Celebrants 
typically wander the streets drinking, and the 
volume and strength of fireworks being deto-
nated on every corner can make the Fourth of 
July in the United States seem remarkably 
tame.
But New Year’s Eve is nothing compared with 
what is coming, especially in Cologne, and to a 
lesser extent Dusseldorf. The Cologne Carnival, 
the German version of Mardi Gras, begins in 
February and is known as a weeklong costumed 
street festival featuring massive crowds and 
heavy drinking.
Cologne Mayor Henriette Reker, who was 
elected last year after being stabbed by a man 
voicing anti-refugee views, urged caution be-
fore passing judgment on who was involved in 
the attacks.
“There’s no evidence that we’re dealing here 
with people who are refugees,” she said. She 
added that calling the attackers refugees at this 
point was “absolutely impermissible.”
The statement, however, came after she’d ut-
tered what became a controversial initial reac-
tion to the attacks, advising victims that “there’s 
always a chance to keep a certain distance, by 
avoiding large crowds and keeping unfamiliar 
people at arm’s length.”
Certainly, in the United States, the attacks 
and the so-far-unsubstantiated allegation that 
they were perpetrated by recent arrivals is like-
ly to animate those who oppose the Obama ad-
ministration’s plan to welcome 10,000 Syrian 
refugees in the next year.
Presidential candidate Donald Trump, whose 
campaign has opposed allowing in refugees, 
raised the issue on Twitter. “Germany is going 
through massive attacks to its people by the mi-
grants allowed to enter the country,” he wrote. 
“New Year’s Eve was a disaster. THINK!”
German officials aren’t so sure who is to 
blame. One problem is the slowness of the po-
lice response. A week after the attacks, there 
see “Germans” PAGE 8
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USU ENGINEERS WORK IN TANDEM TO
By Morgan Pratt
STAFF WRITER
In the epic fantasy genre, Terry Brooks’ “Shan-
nara” novels rank near the top, right up there 
with Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings.”
After writing books for decades, Brooks 
brought part of his world to the big screen in 
the form of the television show “Shannara,” 
based on his novel “Elfstones of Shannara,” 
which was published in 1982.
I read “Elfstones” in preparation for the show’s 
premiere last week,  and found that, once 
again, the book is far better than the cinematic 
interpretation.
“Elfstones” is a masterful piece of storytelling. 
It tells of Amberle, a young elven girl chosen to 
help bring to life the seed of the dying Ellcrys, 
a magical tree that holds back an army of de-
mons locked in a prison called the Forbidding.
Travelling with her on this perilous journey, 
fraught with dangers and demons seeking to 
destroy any hope of reviving the Ellcrys, is Wil 
Ohmsford, a novice healer with no fighting ex-
perience.
At the instruction of the last druid, Allanon, 
Amberle and Wil travel the Four Land seeking 
the mystical Bloodfire to quicken the Ellcrys 
seed and renew the Forbidding with nothing 
but their wit and three Elfstones, magical 
stones that only Wil can use. The Elfstones 
have the power to protect the two travelers at 
the cost of revealing their location to other 
magic wielders.
What I enjoyed about this book was the rich-
ness of the world’s history. I was able to read 
and understand “Elfstones” without having to 
read the prequel, “The Sword of Shannara,” 
first.
The novel’s storytelling structure conveys the 
history of the first book, as it tells the Four 
Land’s history and the development of today’s 
world into the world of Shannara.
In Brooks’ world, the Four Lands grow from 
the ashes of our world after a cataclysm de-
stroys human civilization. Thousands of years 
later, humanity splits into new races – elves, 
gnomes, dwarves, trolls and man – named after 
legendary creatures from stories for their phys-
ical attributes.
I  like how Brooks links our world to his de-
spite the elves, magic and  demons, common 
themes found in the fantasy genre. It helped 
me connect to this world as a theoretical future 
instead of a foreign land similar to ours.
The journey Wil and Amberle take stands out 
from other books as well. Even though both 
have a destiny thrust upon them – another com-
mon fantasy theme – the characters manage to 
make it through their journey based almost 
solely on luck and the people they meet along 
the way.
Other fantasy books I’ve read usually intro-
duce an older companion or mentor who  trains 
the heroes in the skills they need to succeed. 
Instead, Wil and Amberle embark on their quest 
completely unprepared and without supplies or 
weapons to protect themselves except for the 
Elfstones, which are for emergencies only and 
even then their use isn’t guaranteed.
Their relationship is unusual because they 
grow to really care about one another, but it’s a 
friendship grown from companionship and the 
burdens of the quest, instead of the shoved-in-
your-face romantic attraction so many other 
novels and TV shows resort to.
I thoroughly enjoyed “Elfstones” because it 
took me on an adventure. I strongly suggest 
reading it instead of watching its TV show ad-
aptation, which adds meaningless and unnec-
essary romances to multiple characters in the 
story and heated racism towards the Elves, the 
book’s primary race. Many other changes were 
made to the TV show that must add something 
to the story, but I’m not yet sure what.
The book is better than the TV show
Build a Bike For Disabled People
A team of Utah State University engineer-
ing students helped develop a bike for 
disabled people. The bike, which is called 
Tandemonium, is appropriately named not 
only because it is a tandem bike, but also 
because it was built and designed in tandem 
with three partners: Common Ground, which 
is a recreational program dedicated to giving 
people with disabilities the chance to get 
outdoors, Icon Fitness and USU’s mechanical 
engineering program. 
It all started by chance one day at Willow 
Park. Kurt Finlayson, an engineer for Icon 
Fitness, said he noticed a group of Common 
Ground participants cycling around the park. 
Finlayson was fascinated by the the unique 
engineering of bikes for people with disabili-
ties because he worked on a similar bike 
project when he was studying at the Univer-
sity of Utah. That’s when Finlayson and 
another Icon Fitness engineer, Keith Taylor, 
struck up a conversation with Common 
Ground’s program director, Bryce Patten.
Patten said he was concerned about the 
design of the bikes Common Ground was 
using because they were too light, would tip 
over around quick turns, were nearly 
inaccessible for people in wheelchairs and 
needed regular maintenance. Patten asked 
the Icon engineers if they could build 
Common Ground a better bike. Finlayson 
said it sounded like a great engineering 
project, but he was pretty swamped at work, 
so he suggested another idea.
“I have this crazy idea in my head and it 
just popped in 15 seconds ago,” Finlayson 
said. He told Patten Utah State's mechanical 
engineering program is always looking for 
design projects and suggested they build a 
prototype for clients. Patten was in and that  
was when the partnership was born.
Eight students created Tandemonium as 
part of the mechanical engineering senior 
design program, which requires students to 
design a product and deliver it as a proto-
type, said Rees Fullmer, the professor of the 
class. The students primarily designed and 
built the first iteration of the bike and Icon 
gave them engineering advice.
“The students sometimes didn’t pay 
attention to the advice from the expert 
designers from Icon, so there were some 
mistakes made in the process,” Fullmer said. 
“But we consider mistakes to be a part of the 
learning process.”
The senior project development program is 
a two-semester class. The first semester, the 
students design their projects. During the 
second semester, they build it. The students 
get a chance to negotiate with the client about 
how to build a project.
Tandemonium was funded in part by Icon 
Fitness and the university. The National 
Science Foundation also donated a grant to 
the mechanical engineering program a few 
years ago to fund engineering projects for 
disabled people, said Dixon Nielson, the 
research developer for the engineering 
department.
“Over the course of about four or five years, 
we have done about 15 projects that are 
related to helping people with disabilities,” he 
said.
The students finished their prototype at the 
end of Fall semester, but the bike still needed 
to be tweaked to meet Patten's initial specifica-
tions. Icon Fitness then picked up the project 
to put the last touches on the bike, which were 
mostly made by intern and mechanical 
engineering senior at the time David Wrobel.
When the bike was finished, Utah State and 
Icon presented it to Common Ground.
"Icon was wonderful to work with. They 
donated so much time and effort to this 
project to get this bike off of the ground," 
Patten said. “Needless to say, the bike is much 
better suited for Common Ground's clients."
Elizabeth Graves is the receptionist at 
Common Ground and she has Spina Bifida, so 
she's unable to ride traditional bikes.
“When I grew out of my little pink lady, I 
grew out of bikes permanently,” she said. “You 
can’t ride a pink lady when you are 37.”
She said the Tandemonium bike is perfect 
because she can easily sit down, swing her 
legs over and get on.
“The only adjustments I have to make now 
on the bike is because I was so short,” she 
said. 
Patten was satisfied with the result.
"It is an awesome bike," he said. "It is going 
to bring a lot of smiles to a lot of people.”
 —morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
PHOTOS BY Johnny Morris
Elizabeth Graves and Jared Dangerfield, employees at Common Ground Outdoor Adventures, testing out their new tandem bike designed 
for those with disabilities.
Jared Dangerfield, student at USU and employee at Common 
Ground Outdoor Adventures, is excited for the newly developed 
technology allowing those with disabilities to enjoy outdoor 
activities and adventures.
MIRANDA LORENC
“The Sky is the Limit”
Miranda Lorenc double majors in biology and technical 
writing. She also has two jobs and when she’s not doing 
homework, she’s writing for Aggie Radio Theater. 
miranda.lorenc@gmail.com
      @miranda_lorenc
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charger!
NOW HIRING DRIVER GUIDES 
2016 SUMMER IN ALASKA
Apply Now to Set Up an Interview!
Paid CDL Training in Local Area (Must be 21)
Housing benefits
$500 travel reimbursement
Most competive compensation package
Visiting Utah State campus 
January 11th - 13th - Business Building
November 14th & 15th - Career Services, room 102
Free pizza/Info Session: Jan. 14th 7pm at Pizza Pie 
Cafe in Logan 
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USU ENGINEERS WORK IN TANDEM TO
Ditch the Christmas break hangover: 5 back-to-school tips
It may look like everyone on campus has a 
hangover this morning. The truth is, they do: a 
Christmas vacation hangover.
Coming back to school in Logan for spring se-
mester feels like stepping off the plane into the 
blizzards of North Dakota after a three-week 
hiatus to Hawaii. Physically, it is enough to 
send the body into cardiac arrest, and mentally 
it’s a load on the brain that can send even the 
most ambitious student into a coma. 
There are quite a few adjustments to be made 
from vacation life to school life because it is 
highly unlikely that everyone spent their vaca-
tion waking up at 6 a.m., working out, studying 
biology notes, working eight hours and eating 
cheap tacos for dinner. It’s more likely that 
most Aggies slept in, watched Star Wars, count-
ed the walk to the fridge as the daily workout 
and overate mom’s homemade lasagna and 
rolls. 
While it is sad to leave vacation life behind, 
school has started and it’s time to “get back into 
the swing of things.” Try these suggestions. 
They might be more effective than moaning, 
whining and beating your head against the wall 
trying to break out of brain coma. 
GRADUALLY ASK YOUR BODY TO WAKE 
UP EARLY AGAIN
Work back into the 6 o’clock routine by setting 
your alarm 30 minutes earlier each morning. 
By Friday you should be back on schedule, just 
in time to sleep in again over the weekend as a 
reward! If all else fails, just fall out of bed. You 
can’t sleep forever on a cold floor. 
WORK BACK INTO FULL SPEED AT THE 
GYM
Don’t kid yourself and think you’re going to 
run six miles in record time the first day back in 
the gym. Start with a reasonable goal or you’ll 
run the risk of getting extremely faint and fall-
ing off the treadmill. Add speed, time and 
weight each day. 
ACCEPT THE REALITY OF CHEAP FOOD
Mom can’t come back to college with you. You 
might not even want her too, but her cooking 
sure would be nice. Too bad, it’s never going to 
happen. You have survived this long on cereal, 
noodles and tacos. You can make it another se-
mester. 
PULL OUT YOUR PLANNER AND FIND A 
PEN
Grab a 2016 planner and map out your class 
schedule, work schedule, study times, workout 
sessions and free time. Pencil it all in. It will 
make you feel better to see how it all fits to-
gether. You won’t suffer from the anxiety that 
comes with not having your life together. Even 
if you have to muscle through being efficient 
the first week, you will catch up to yourself.
STUDY EASY CLASSES FIRST TO WAKE 
YOUR BRAIN UP
Don’t go home from class and jump right into 
your molecular biology book. Just don’t. Your 
brain really isn’t ready for it. Pick your easiest 
class and work through that material. So what 
if it feels like kindergarten stuff? Your brain has 
to work back into high gear, just like muscles. 
If, despite these suggestions, coma does over-
take you, leave a note for your roommates to 
take you to the Student Wellness Center. They 
can help you. 
ELLIE DALTON
“Edd the Girl”
Ellie Dalton is a sophomore studying agricultural 
communication. She didn’t follow all of her own advice 
about “getting back to school” and is now suffering 
from mild anxiety.
elizabeth.dalton@aggiemail.usu.edu
Resolutions for a healthy
It’s a new year and a new semester. With this 
new start come new goals.
New Year’s resolutions often revolve around 
self improvement and staying healthy, so here 
are a few goals to keep the heart, body and 
mind healthy for 2016.
EAT BETTER FOODS
The “freshman 15” and the “starving college 
student” are often both results of  young people 
living on their own for the first time and learn-
ing how to fend for themselves on limited bud-
gets. Although mac and cheese and Ramen 
noodles are cheap and easy to make, they may 
not be the best choice because they’re high in 
carbohydrates and sodium. 
 Buy fruits, veggies and meat to balance out 
those pasta diets and fill in the necessary nutri-
ents that would be missing otherwise. Those 
ingredients tend to be a little more expensive 
and take longer to prepare, but the health ben-
efits are worth it and there are plenty of recipes 
available for quick meals.
GET ENOUGH SLEEP
One struggle college students face is finding 
time to sleep while balancing school, work and 
friends. A lack of sleep can cause problems with 
health and productivity, so getting enough 
sleep daily is key to maintaining a busy life-
style.
Arrange a schedule that spreads out home-
work and daily chores so that everything 
doesn’t pile up all at once. Find time to spend 
with friends, but make getting enough sleep a 
priority. It’ll take a while to find the perfect mix 
of work and play, but stick with it and the habit 
will form.
SMILE MORE
The drudgery of daily life can take a toll on 
overall happiness and motivation. A smile here 
and a laugh there can improve the moods of 
everyone around, relieve stress and increase 
motivation and productivity.
Go to a comedy show, hang out with friends, 
find a little fun in life. Look up from the street 
occasionally and smile at passing people. A lit-
tle joy can improve more than one person’s day.
These are just a few ideas to help start the 
new year in healthy, happy way. Try keeping 
resolutions manageable, but difficult enough to 
strive for. Start with small steps and work from 
there until the goal is reached. What’s most im-
portant is that goals have been made and 
change is desired. The time to start is now.
Build a Bike For Disabled People
PHOTOS BY Johnny Morris
Elizabeth Graves and Jared Dangerfield, employees at Common Ground Outdoor Adventures, testing out their new tandem bike designed 
for those with disabilities.
MIND, HEART AND BODY
MIRANDA LORENC
“The Sky is the Limit”
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Utah State’s women’s basketball team only 
won eight games last season. So far in the 
2015-2016 campaign, the Aggies have already 
won seven. 
USU is 7-8 overall and 2-2 in the Mountain 
West. Although far from perfect, this season’s 
team much improved from last year. 
Last year as a team Utah State shot 39 
percent from the field and 26 percent from the 
3-point line. USU’s percentage this season has 
climbed to 41 percent from the field and 32 
percent from beyond the 3-point arc. Addition-
ally, the Aggies are plus seven in points per 
game at 71 this season. 
Sophomore guard Funda Nakkasoglu is a 
big reason for Utah State’s success. Nakkasog-
lu has averaged 22 points per game in 
conference play. She has also dished out 5.75 
assists per game in conference play. 
The supporting cast for Nakkasoglu has also 
stepped up. 
Tijana Djukic, Julianne Anchling and Rachel 
Brewster all average more points than last 
season’s second leading scorer Tilar Clark who 
chipped in seven per game. Next season 
should be even better for the young Aggies. 
They graduate three seniors but have seven 
freshman, three sophomores and two juniors 
to continue building a successful program.
Coach Finkbeiner preaches winning the 
game statistically in three categories. Free 
throw attempts, rebounds and turnovers. Utah 
State has cut turnovers down by three from 
last season, increased rebounds per game by 
one and made one more free throw per game.
“It’s pretty proven,” Finkbeiner said on Nov.  
21 after beating Pacific.”If we win three of 
those, we’ve got a really good chance of 
winning. If we win two of three, we’ve got a 
good chance, one of three probably fifty-fifty. 
If we don’t win any, we lose.”
Utah State’s most recent win came in 
blowout fashion 72-56 against New Mexico. 
The Aggies shot 55 percent and won two out 
of the three categories emphasized by Finkbe-
iner. 
“We were really motivated and pumped 
before the game,” Nakkasoglu said. “We knew 
we had to get this game coming off a loss.”
In its third season in the MW, Utah State is 
still looking for its first winning record in 
conference play. WAC play proved to be 
slightly easier, the team only had 13 losses in 
WAC play the final three years it played in the 
league. The first season in the MW USU went 
8-10 before going 5-13 last year. 
Utah State continues MW action this week. 
The Aggies will play at Air Force on Wednes-
day at 7 p.m. and play host to Colorado State 
on Saturday 2 p.m. After the Colorado teams, 
the Aggies will take on UNLV on the road then 
host San Diego State. 
— kalen.s.taylor@gmail.com
@kalen_taylor
The Mountain West has not been kind to the 
Aggies in 2016.
After starting conference play with a road 
victory against San Jose State on Dec. 30, the 
Utah State men’s basketball team has dropped 
the first three games of the new year – the final 
two in convincing fashion.
While the Aggies are 9-6 on the year, the 1-3 
start in conference play has magnified many of 
the problems the team has shown previously 
this season. Foremost among those struggles 
was the team’s poor defense in a 76-61 home 
loss to Boise State and a 77-59 road loss to New 
Mexico. From halftime of the game against the 
Broncos to halftime of the game in Albuquer-
que, the Aggies allowed the opponents to shoot 
36 of 54 from the field, a blistering 67 percent. 
“Defensively, that’s about as unsolid and poor 
a performance as you can possibly have,” head 
coach Tim Duryea said after the loss to BSU. “In 
every area, from every position. Really, you 
give yourself no chance to win.”
While New Mexico’s shooting percentage de-
clined significantly as the Aggies made a late 
run in the second half of Saturday’s game, both 
the Broncos and Lobos shot over 60 percent 
from the floor, a number that even the NBA’s 
Golden State Warriors would consider impres-
sive.
“You give yourself no chance to win when 
you’re that unsolid,” Duryea said.
Even San Diego State — the worst-shooting 
team in the conference — made 50 percent of 
its shots against the Aggies on Jan. 2. Poor free 
throw shooting by the Aztecs and a career per-
formance for USU by junior forward Lew Evans 
kept the Aggies in the game, but they were un-
able to overcome 16 offensive rebounds by the 
visitors.
“This game boils down to one column and 
that column is second chance points,” Duryea 
said after the 70-67 loss. “We talked about it 
again and again, but allowing 16 offensive re-
bounds is just not good enough.”
The problem in all three conference losses – 
and at various times throughout the season – 
has been USU’s inability to control the paint. 
Boise State feasted on the Aggies, repeatedly 
taking advantage of mismatches to score on 
easy shots at the rim.
Unfortunately, the lack of post control isn’t 
limited to the defensive side of the floor.
“We need to have balance to play the way we 
play,” Duryea said. “Balance is key. We don’t 
score it great at the low block.”
The Aggies’ offense is designed to work in-
side-out, but has sputtered at times when the 
perimeter players have been unable to get pen-
etration. Trailing New Mexico by just five in the 
first half of Saturday’s game, USU was struck by 
an offensive famine, going more than nine min-
utes without scoring a point. By halftime, a 
manageable 17-12 game had turned into a 43-
18 deficit.        
USU also experienced dry spells in road loss-
es to BYU and Duke that turned close games 
into blowouts. Even against Boise State, the Ag
New year’s slump
By Thomas Sorenson
SENIOR WRITER
By Kalen Taylor
SPORTS EDITOR
Aggies lose three straight to open up 2016
PHOTO BY Johnny Morris
Darius Perkins scans the defense agains Adams State in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum on Nov. 17. USU won the contest 83-68. see “Slump” PAGE 7
Funda Fuels
PHOTO BY Kyle Todecheene
Funda Nakkasoglu dribbles down the court during a home game 
against Sacramento State on Nov. 17.
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PHOTO BY Johnny Morris
Aggie fans throw streamers during a home game against Oklahoma Panhandle State on Oct. 31. 
Funda Fuels
“Slump” FROM PAGE 6
gies took a lead on the first possession of the 
second half, but allowed BSU to go on an 11-2 
run. USU never had the lead again. 
The sudden departure of forward David Col-
lette just two days before the first game has im-
pacted the team all season long. Forced to re-
tool the offense without the benefit of a training 
camp, the coaching staff has continued to make 
changes to the system.
“We kind of tried to switch up our motion of-
fense to fit the players a little bit better,” said 
junior wing Jalen Moore. “A lot of guys are try-
ing to adjust to that. We don’t have a lot of tra-
ditional post guys.”
The team has become dependent on ball and 
player movement to create scoring opportuni-
ties.
“The ball needs to move and we need to 
make plays for each other,” Duryea said. “If we 
do that, we have a lot of guys who can knock 
down the shot, but we don’t have anybody that 
we can put the ball in their hands and play 
through. We have to do it collectively.”
Moore has carried the team through the four 
conference games, scoring in double-figures 
each time and shooting 26 of 59, for a respect-
able 44 percent.
The collectivity Duryea spoke of, though, has 
not been present.
Senior guard Darius Perkins, the only player 
besides Moore and fellow senior Chris Smith to 
start every game this season, scored 11 points 
against San Jose State. He has a total of 11 
points in the three games since then.
Evans scored a career-high 22 points against 
SDSU, shooting 4 of 6 from beyond the 3-point 
line. In the two games since he has scored a 
total of five points on 2 of 16 shooting, includ-
ing 1 of 12 from deep. 
And after finishing last season with the sec-
ond-highest 3-point shooting percentage in the 
conference, Smith is just 1 of 9 from deep 
against conference foes and is 14 of 35 overall.
Still, the Aggies have a chance to make some 
noise in the conference before the season is 
done. USU struggled at the start of conference 
play last year as well, but used a six-game win-
ning streak in February to climb near the top of 
the standings. A similar run this season can put 
the Aggies in position to compete in the confer-
ence tournament.
“[The Mountain West] is wide open and 
evenly matched,” Duryea said. “It feels like dif-
ferent teams are getting on a roll at different 
times… It is a wide open league, very competi-
tive, very even and I think it will come down to 
the last week.”
Utah State will attempt to end the losing 
streak on Tuesday, when the Aggies host Air 
Force at 7 p.m. in the Spectrum.
— thomas.sorenson@aggiemail.usu.edu
 @tomcat340
I missed the Spectrum’s alleged glory days.
I’m not saying I emotionally long for them, I 
mean I literally missed them. I came to Cache 
Valley in 2013 knowing two things about Utah 
State — the football team was on the rise, and 
the Spectrum was more than just a great atmo-
sphere, it was an experience. The Aggies, play-
ing in a conference they had obviously out-
grown, simply didn’t lose home games. The 
home court advantage gained from a student 
section 4,000 strong couldn’t be ignored, even 
on a national level.
For years, I’ve listened to Aggie alumni 
lament the loss of the Spectrum magic, and de-
fend — sometimes vehemently, in this very 
newspaper — Utah State’s beloved home 
court. I was convinced people’s memories of 
the Spectrum’s golden age were blurred by 
various biases, exaggerated to the point of im-
possibility. I wanted to believe the Spectrum 
magic was still easily within reach after SDSU 
in 2013 and Weber in 2014.
Glimpses of the old Hurd appeared here and 
there throughout Stew Morrill’s final season, 
flashes of the noise and the volatility once con-
sidered a regular occurrence inside USU’s 
10,000-seat arena. It seemed to me like talk of 
the way the Spectrum used to be was largely 
overstated, and perhaps current students were 
being held to a standard that never really exist-
ed.
I was wrong.
Acceptance is the first step to recovery 
though, right? So let’s agree to be honest here. 
What was once the sparkling gem in Utah 
State’s athletic crown is in for a brutal year. The 
unapologetic departure of would-be starter Da-
vid Collette, the growing pains that always ac-
company a new head coach and a lackluster 
effort from a dwindling crowd has Utah State 
in a slow downward spiral circling the drain of 
irrelevance.
I’m not just talking about numbers. Packing 
the stadium full of students who’d rather be 
snapchatting than watching a basketball game 
won’t do any good. The Spectrum doesn’t nec-
essarily need numbers to flourish, what it needs 
is attitude.
To put it bluntly, it doesn’t matter if the team 
is losing. If that’s your excuse for skipping out 
on home games, know that it isn’t a good one. 
Winning is always going to be more fun than 
losing, but don’t waste your time in college 
feeling like your basketball team owes you 
something — it doesn’t. That’s the very defini-
tion of entitlement; it’s an epidemic, and it’s 
spreading quickly.
Being a fan means sticking it out through 
seasons like this, and finding a way to have the 
time of your life anyway. The student section 
isn’t something you can decide to be a part of 
once you’ve moved on from USU. Standing for 
the entire first half at Jazz games and taking 
verbal shots at professional players isn’t the 
same, nor is it acceptable to most people sitting 
in your vicinity.
Don’t be a fair-weather fan. Don’t complain 
about the Spectrum’s decaying prominence 
while you sit in your apartment on game day 
and do nothing to reverse the problem. 
Everyone wants the magic back, but instead 
of showing up and being loud and proud, fans 
would rather find blame with the team, the 
marketing department, the alumni or the 
Mountain West conference in general. Stop 
with the excuses — the Spectrum can be what-
ever students make of it.
The sad state of the Spectrum
LOGAN JONES
“Trail Blazin’”
Logan Jones is a junior majoring in journalism.
logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu
     @logantj
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“Joshua Diamond” FROM PAGE 1
Diamond's sister, Brooke, organized a 
fundraiser through YouCaring. As of Jan. 9, 
almost $7,000 had been raised, $8,000 short 
of the goal. More than 100 people have 
donated, some of whom shared their favorite 
memories of him.
Seth Sheely, Diamond's roommate, wrote, 
"Josh was a great roommate. I appreciated 
how was easy to get along with. He was a 
pleasant surprise to come home to. Some 
roommates induce stress. Some alleviate it. He 
alleviated it. Congratulations on having an 
honorable son. I appreciate his presence."
Kimberly Diamond-Smith said he was a "lov-
ing family member" and a "wonderful human 
being."
An anonymous donor wrote, "I did not 
know Joshua, but for some reason I am deeply 
affected by the news of this accident and of 
this loss. It's not much but I hope you feel 
some comfort from strangers like me reaching 
out at this time. I give in honor of all the USU 
students I know, especially those who called 
him a friend."
Woolston said a message Diamond would 
have liked to share would be "to not be so 
caught up in yourselves and what’s going on in 
your own life, but open your eyes and your 
comfort zone. Work on friends and relation-
ships, because that’s what’s really important. 
And family is what comes first. Life is about 
your loved ones and how you treat people."
Diamond demonstrated his compassion even 
after death, when he donated his organs and 
tissue. His small stature made his organs a 
good fit for children, and the Diamond family 
has already been hearing back from recipients 
of Josh's gift.
"He never expected anything in return," 
Woolston said. "He was really, really support-
ive... He kind of did things behind the scenes. 
He was very aware of other people, just 
serving others."
When she was moving apartments during 
finals week, Woolston said Diamond showed 
up to move her stuff into his car and to the 
new apartment. When their friends said they 
were hungry, he bought a pizza for them.
"If you had a bad day, he would let you 
come talk to him and sit on the couch for 
hours, not thinking of his own time at all," she 
said.
Diamond has two siblings attending Utah 
State — Brooke, 22, and Robbie, 19. He is also 
survived by his twin brother, Jason, and his 
parents, Natalie and Wayne.
"He was very close to family. Especially at 
the funeral, you could just see how much they 
loved each other," Peters said.
Their family motto is "Diamonds are 
forever," Peters said. As active members of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, the 
family believes they will be united with Josh 
after death. At the funeral, they encouraged 
everyone to remember his example and think 
of others.
"A good motto for his life is making a 
difference, one person at a time," Peters said.
— brennakelly818@gmail.com
hasn’t been a single arrest.
Witnesses and victims have given a highly 
critical assessment of the police reaction to the 
mayhem in Cologne. At one point during the 
evening’s events, police cleared the square 
where 1,000 men had descended but then left 
the area, according to witnesses and victims, 
and the men returned.
The initial police reports show little sense 
that anything out of the ordinary had hap-
pened.
“A joyful, party atmosphere,” read one, filed 
the morning of Jan. 1. “As in years past, we are 
looking back at a mostly peaceful New Year’s 
celebration. Reasons to intervene were mostly 
physical assault and disturbance of the peace.”
The number of assaults rose from 78 last 
New Year’s to 80 this year, the report said, not-
ing that police had issued two “orders to 
disperse” to 94 people in the square. “In order 
to avoid a mass panic from firing of fireworks 
by 1,000 partiers, police temporarily cleared 
the square. Despite this unplanned interrup-
tion, the situation remained relaxed,” the re-
port said.
That version, however, ran counter to the 
tales since of women who report they were 
stripped of their dresses, underwear and purses 
and, begging police for help, were told “to keep 
a good grip on your champagne bottle to use as 
a weapon of defense.”
Other attack victims claimed that police told 
them they were too busy with traffic control to 
help. Accounts of assaults and police inaction 
filled social media.
One man on Facebook referred to assistance 
he claimed to have given to help resettle refu-
gees when he recounted how, despite holding 
his girlfriend’s hand as they walked from Co-
logne’s train station across the square, she was 
subjected to “men groping her, even under her 
dress. I looked at this and wondered if this is 
what we got when I donated half of my closet.”
Other accounts said the apparently unarmed 
assailants threw fireworks at police officers 
throughout the evening. The German news-
magazine Der Spiegel quoted one unnamed 
federal police official as saying the police were 
“outnumbered and insufficiently equipped. The 
situation was chaotic and embarrassing.”
On Tuesday, Cologne police issued a revised 
report, acknowledging the extent of the chaos. 
Then on Thursday came another report, noting 
the 16 suspects. It said 80 officers were now 
investigating 121 cases, most of which involved 
sexual assault and theft.
The new report asked any other victims to 
come forward, and for any video footage from 
the night taken by passers-by.
Should the U.S. take Syrian refugees?
“Germans” FROM PAGE 3
SHANIE HOWARD
“Around the world”
Shanie is junior at Utah State University. She is studying 
to be an international journalist.
shaniehoward214@gmail.com
The immigration of Syrian refugees to the 
U.S. is undoubtedly a hot topic right now and 
as someone who comes from a political family, 
it was no surprise that the topic came up a cou-
ple times during my winter break.
I heard theories about why the U.S. is taking 
refugees that ranged from a very drunk, conser-
vative man telling me that the only reason Syr-
ians are being let in is so the Mormons can bap-
tize more people into their church, to a friend 
informing me that it is only Syrian men that are 
coming to the U.S. and they are all secretly 
planning on killing us for ISIS.  
After doing a bit of research though, the facts 
told me a very different story: 67 percent of ref-
ugees are women and children under the age of 
12, according to State Department data. Non-
governmental agencies, such as World Relief 
and the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, place the refugees — not the govern-
ment — and those decisions are based on fam-
ily ties, employment and other factors. By law, 
the administration can admit slightly more 
than 10,000 refugees in fiscal year 2016, and 
no refugee commitments can be made beyond 
that. Also, only three percent of the Syrian ref-
ugees are Christian while 93 percent are Sunni 
Muslim which may make it a bit more difficult 
for the LDS church to baptize them. 
With these facts in mind, I say why not let 
Syrian refugees in? These people need help and 
the U.S. has the means to provide it. 
However, I can sympathize with those who 
don’t want the refugees in the U.S. as well. The 
risk of just one of those refugees being a mem-
ber of ISIS is not an imaginary one. The devas-
tation that a single member of ISIS can inflict 
has already proven to be catastrophic; just ask 
France. 
France, though, is still allowing refugees into 
their country; 30,000 Syrian refugees over the 
next two years are being allowed into France 
according to the Washington Post. If France is 
willing to still allow refugees into their country 
after everything their citizens have been 
through then the US has no excuse for denying 
the refugees into their own country. 
Our economy is growing stronger, we have 
the space and the unemployment rate is 
shrinking. Besides, these people honestly 
need help, or have we all so quickly forgotten 
the picture of the three-year-old boy who 
washed up on the shores of Turkey only four 
months ago? Continuing to stand by and 
watch as hundreds of thousands of people 
suffer is cruel, especially when the U.S. has 
the means to help them. If the U.S. wants to 
continue to be considered a humane country, 
allowing Syrian refugees into the US is not an 
option, it is a necessity.  
  
TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON
1/12 1/13 1/14 1/15 1/16 1/17 1/18
Prices Valid:
January 12-18, 2016
Closed Sunday
General Mills 9-12.25 oz. 
Select Varieties
Cereal
$199
$2.49-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
Yoplait 8 ct. or Pillsbury 11.7 oz. 
Select Varieties
Go-Gurt or 
Toaster Strudels
$1.99-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
$1.49-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
$149
$2.49-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
$1.79-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
Pillsbury 16.3 oz. 
Select Varieties
Biscuits
$1.49-50¢ Discount Taken at Register
and Purchase of 6
99¢
Nature Valley or Fiber One
 5-12 ct. or 6.6 oz. 
Select Varieties
Granola Bars or
Soft Baked Cookies
Welcome Back Utah State!
$199 Bugles, Chex or Gardettos6-8.75 oz. Select VarietiesSnacks $129
Progresso Classics, Garden 
Vegetable, Split Pea, Southwest 
Vegetable, Minestrone, Lentil, Hearty 
Tomato, Classic Vegetable 
& Tomato Basil 18.5-19 oz. 
or Betty Crocker 5-12.2 oz.
Select Varieties
Soup or Helpers 99¢
Campbell's 10.75 oz.
Tomato or Chicken Noodle
Soup
88¢
Western Family 32 oz.
Grape Jelly or 
16 oz. Select Varieties
Peanut Butter
2/$3
4.2-7.2 oz.
Select Varieties
Rice or Pasta Roni
3/$3
Western Family 14.7 oz. Select Varieties
Toaster Tarts or
8-12 ct. Select Varieties
Instant Oatmeal
2/$3
Yoplait 4-6 oz.
Select Varieties
Yogurt
10/$4
Buy 10 Save $1
Discount Taken At Register
50¢ Single Price
Freschetta 12 Inch
Select Varieties
Frozen Pizza
$499
Western Family 24-32 oz. 
Select Varieties
Pancake Mix or 
Syrup
$199
Great Grains 22.5-24 oz. 
Select Varieties
Bread
$179
Shursaving
1%, 2%, Whole or Skim
Gallon Milk
$188
Lee's Fresh Made
Artisan Bread
Fresh Ripe
Bananas
Pepperidge Farm
30 oz. Select Varieties
Giant Boxed
Goldfish
47¢lb.
$5
Farm Bread 24 oz.
Select Varieties
Wide Pan Bread
4/$5
Western Family 2.5 lb. 
Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breasts
Tuesday, January 12 ONLY Wednesday, January 13 ONLY
$399
Thursday, January 14 ONLY
Friday, January 15 ONLY Saturday, January 16 ONLY Monday, January 18 ONLY
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ADD YOUR EVENT AT USUSTATESMAN.COM/EVENTSC
MONDAY JAN. 11
FRIDAY JAN. 15
WEDNESDAY JAN. 13
CVCA Art Classes-Winter 
Term Begins
Bullen Center
$60-$100. Kids: $50 tuition + $10 
materials Teens/Adults: $100 tui-
tion, provide your own materials, 
10:00 a.m.
To be featured in the “Get 
caught reading” section, be 
sure to read the Statesman 
around campus in print or 
online. 
GET CAUGHT READING
Jeffrey Dahdah
managing editor
———
Kylee Larsen
managing editor
———
Mandy Morgan 
Ditto
news editor
———
Melanie 
Fenstermaker
student life editor
———
Kalen Taylor
sports editor
Alayna Leaming
design editor
———
Mark Bell
photo editor
———
Colby May
advertising manager
———
Mckay Webb
advertising 
representative
———
Elise Wilding
copy editor
T H E  B O A R D
Visit the Elk
Hardware Ranch
$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
12:00 p.m. 
New Horizons Orchestra 
Winter Term
Bullen Center
$130, 12:00 p.m. 
Photography Classes
Thatcher-Young Mansion
$98, 6:30 p.m. 
Tax Tips & Tricks 
USU Taggart Student Center 336
Free, 11:30 a.m. 
Cache DUP Museum
Cache DUP Museum
Free, 3:00 p.m. 
Movie Monday- 
Tomorrowland
North Logan City Library 
Free, 6:30 p.m.
Backcountry Film Festival
USU Taggart Student Center 
Auditorium
$3-$6. Student: $3/ Non-Students: 
$6 Available at the door, 7:00 p.m.
Visit the Elk
Hardware Ranch
$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
12:00 p.m.
SATURDAY JAN. 16
Visit the Elk
Hardware Ranch
$3-$5. $5 ages 9 and up, $3 ages 
4-8, children 3 and under are free, 
10:00 a.m.
The Family Place Princess 
Party
The Castle Manor
$25-$40. Tickets: $25 per princess 
until Jan. 9; $30 per princess Jan. 
10-15; $40 per princess day of, 
10:30 a.m.
Loaves and Fishes Commu-
nity Meal
First Presbyterian Church 
Free, 11:30 a.m.
Toast to the New Year
TSC HUB
Free, 11:00 a.m.
Nature Walk/Snowshoe 
Tour
Swaner EcoCenter
$5 or free for members, 8:30 a.m.
THURSDAY JAN. 14
Returning to Math
Academic Success Center
Free, 5:00 p.m.
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